
It was a warm Spring afternoon as
the walkers left Love Park. The energy was
felt immediately as the walk proceeded down
Market Street. Led by the youthful drumming
of the Enon Tabernacle Drum Line the walk-
ers followed, protest signs in hand, chanting
‘hey, hey, ho, ho, sexual violence has got to
go’. People in cars and shoppers on the
streets stopped to look, give a thumbs up or a
honk of approval. The walkers were deter-
mined to have their voices heard loud and
clear ‘1,2,3,4 rape has to go!’.

After a mile march the walkers ar-
rived at the venue space for WOAR’s 7th An-
nual Take it All Back Speak Out. From the
2nd story balcony of the Visitor’s Center at 5th

and Market Streets the walk was quite a sight

to see. Not what you would normally see on a
Saturday afternoon in Old City Philadelphia, but
the awareness is still much needed. With the
rates of sexual assault and child sexual abuse
still remaining high and funding for counseling
and prevention education programs continuing
to decline something must be done. So we take
to the streets and will continue to raise our
voices. The drum line and step dancers con-
tinued their performance and started the Speak
Out with a bang! Political officials from Philadel-
phia and the state came to support the cause.
Speakers included Philadelphia Mayor Michael
Nutter, Councilman William Greenlee, Senator
LeAnna Washington, and State Representative
Maria Donatucci.

The truly inspiring part of the event
was the survivors who shared their stories. One
woman spoke of her journey through the pain
and how writing has helped her to overcome
the memories. A man spoke through tears of
the pain he endured and the hope he is finally
feeling. His wife also spoke, sharing her per-
spective with the audience of the silent pain of
a wife trying desperately to hold her marriage,
her husband and herself together through his
healing process.

Some shared poetry, some shared
tears, and all shared hope for a better tomor-
row. Being a counselor at WOAR for the last 8
years I have heard hundreds of survivors share
their stories with me. (TIAB Continued on page 9)

Take It All Back 2012! By: Jill Maier, Director of Counseling Services
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WOAR is a non-profit

organization in

Philadelphia, Pennsyl-

vania whose mission is

to eliminate all forms of

sexual violence

through specialized

treatment services,

comprehensive preven-

tion education pro-

grams, and advocacy

for the rights of victims

of sexual assault.

Speak Up! Speak Out! is

WOAR’s newsletter.

To subscribe, contact us

at (215) 985-3315.

If your address has

changed, remember

to let us know!

Dear Friend:

The Sandusky case is a strong reminder that child sexual abuse happens every
day and that rape can occur regardless of race, gender, age or economic status.
We must not forget that there are thousands of women, children, and men in Penn-
sylvania and nationally each year that are the victims of rape and sexual abuse.
These victims of sexual abuse deserve the opportunity to heal and receive the help
they need. The staff, counselors and educators at WOAR are committed to help-

ing all victims of sexual abuse become survivors. Thank you to all of our supporters who stand
with us to end sexual violence. It is because of your support that we are able to help the thou-
sands of victims we serve.

Carole Johnson, Executive Director

TIAB 2012



Speak Up! Speak Out!
Closing ofVAWA Campus Grant with the

University of Pennsylvania By: Carrie Lee, Former Counselor

Beginning in 2001, a consortium of
universities comprised of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, the Univer-
sity of the Sciences, and Drexel
University obtained a Campus
Grant from the Office on Violence
Against Women, focused on ad-
dressing domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, and stalk-
ing .

In 2009, the University of Pennsyl-
vania obtained the same grant, ex-
clusively for Penn, for a period of 3
years, partnering with WOAR to
address these issues.

Through the grant, WOAR has col-

laborated with staff from the Penn
Women’s Center to train students, fac-
ulty, and staff as anti-violence advo-
cates on issues of sexual assault, da-
ting violence and stalking. “Participants
who complete the training learn how to
identify and confidently help peers,
students and loved ones affected by
these issues” (www.vpul.upenn.edu/
pwc).

WOAR staff have also consulted on
training materials and participated in
UPenn Violence Prevention Committee
Meetings.

In addition, WOAR staff has attended
Take Back the Night at UPenn provid-

ing information about WOAR services
and crisis counseling as needed at
the event.

As the grant comes to a close, WOAR
would like to acknowledge the re-
markable work that the Penn Wom-
en’s Center has accomplished, rais-
ing awareness about sexual violence
and working to create a campus that
is both intolerant of sexual violence
and supportive of those affected by it.

WOAR hopes to maintain the suc-
cessful relationship that has devel-
oped with the Penn Women’s Center
and looks forward to future collabora-
tion!

YOGA for Survivors of SexualTrauma By: Mysi Kesselman, Counselor
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Adult clients who are receiving ongoing services at Women Organized Against Rape are now welcome to join our new
drop-in Yoga group at WOAR. In keeping with our mission of providing the most innovative services for sexual trauma
survivors, WOAR is offering trauma-informed Yoga classes at our crisis counseling center in downtown Philadelphia.
The group is open to all skill levels, and no prior experience with Yoga is necessary.

WOAR’s new Yoga group is led by experienced Yoga instructor and counselor Mylisa Kesselman. Classes are struc-
tured in a manner that promotes autonomy, self-control, and responsible healing. Sessions are an hour and a half in
length, with an hour devoted to active practice and thirty minutes devoted to emotional processing of various topics
relevant to healing from sexual abuse. In class, clients learn to practice mindfulness mediation, breathing exercises,
and sequential Yoga poses designed to manage anxiety and depression. The class’s flowing sequence allows clients
to experience relief of symptoms such as hypertension and stress, physical tension, hypervigilance, chronic fatigue,
and more.

Class topics include discussions on the mind/body connection,
staying rooted, seeking support, finding balance, letting go and
opening up to new possibilities. Participants are asked to bring
a Yoga mat or towel with them to class, and are not required to
pre-register. Interested clients are instructed to speak with their
counselor at WOAR prior to attending classes to ensure that
they do not have any pre-existing medical or mental health con-
ditions that may preclude participation.

Classes are held on Friday mornings from 10:00am to 11:30am.

Participation is free.



Second Chance: New Directions for Women, Inc.
By: Silvie Drouillard, Community Education Specialist

Summer 2012
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“If you have made mistakes, even serious ones there is a second chance
for you. What we call failure is not the falling down but the staying down”-Mary
Pickford. With organizations such as New Directions For Women Inc. second
chances are given to women who may have given up. New Directions for Women
Inc (NDFW) is a non-profit organization located in Germantown, Philadelph-
ia. Founded in 1987, the organization provides residential services as an alterna-
tive to incarceration for female offenders from Philadelphia County prisons who
are eligible for early release. NDFW programs promote self sufficiency, empower-
ment and crime-free lifestyle. WOAR was invited to hold weekly workshops for
the women at NDFW by Program Coordinator Stacey Skiffer due to the women’s
history with sexual and domestic violence. Ms. Skiffer explained these were wom-
en who lived tough lives, and were incarcerated due to engagement in risky be-
haviors. They are a group of women who society shunned because they are “ex-
cons”; however, they are also a group of women who need and deserve a second
chance. WOAR was there to help provide that opportunity.

For a total of 7 weeks WOAR Education Specialist, Silvie Drouillard facili-
tated workshops which furnished the group of 20 women with the tools and skills
to live healthy and productive lifestyles while providing a judgment free environ-
ment. The women of NDFW are a very diverse population that functions as a
family. Weekly, the women would join together in the living room where the
“WOAR group” would be conducted. Workshop topics included Healthy Relation-
ships, Communication, Conflict Resolution, Moving Forward from Trauma, Self-
Care, Child Sexual Assault and Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention. With a
mixture of activities, discussion and self reflection the group members not only
learned how to take care for themselves, but also learned how to love them-
selves.

During the workshop on trauma, one women in the group disclosed that
she was one of the survivors of the Kensington rapist in Philadelphia. As tears
flowed down her eyes, she said “thank you, because for the first time I stopped
blaming myself”. During the Conflict Resolution workshop group members in-
formed me that *Jessie and *Susie had an altercation earlier that day and only
*Jessie would be attending group. The week after that workshop, *Jessie came to
me and said “I apologized to *Susie. After group I realized I was wrong and it was
wrong of me to be disrespectful like that to her. I was having a bad day, but I
shouldn’t have taken it out on her”. To most people a simple apology may not be
that difficult, however to someone whose only instincts is to be defensive in order
to survive, this was a big accomplishment. During each session, you can feel
some of the burden and self-guilt lifted off the women’s shoulders, and every
week you saw growth. Something was changing in them.

Weekly groups were held and members shared stories as well as putting
into practice what they learned. As the final weeks winded down, WOAR was
asked to come back to start another cycle of group sessions. New Directions For
Women Inc. provides resources for its members to be able to re-enter society
and be self sufficient and empowered women. The partnership with WOAR fur-
ther allows them to do that and shows the women that they do have a second
chance.

*names of persons have been altered to protect identity of group members
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Speak Up! Speak Out!

V-Day University of Pennsylvania College Campaign
By: Carrie Lee, Former Counselor

campus of the University of Pennsylvania, produced and
performed by a diverse cast and crew who put a signifi-
cant amount of time and energy into the performance
and spreading awareness about violence against women
and girls.

Each year, the University of Pennsylvania V-Day
College Campaign generously donates the proceeds to
WOAR, in addition to contributing to the global V-Day
campaign. WOAR would like to thank the cast and crew
of the University of Pennsylvania Vagina Monologues for
their hard work and dedication to ending violence
against women!

We are incredibly appreciative of their generosity
and desire to help us continue to provide services for
those affected by sexual violence.

WOAR Senior Counselor, Carrie Lee, had an
opportunity to speak with the V-Day Producer, Mady
Glickman, a senior at Penn.

(VMON Continued on page 10)

2012 marks the 12th year of the University of Penn-
sylvania V-Day College campaign, one of the most suc-
cessful social justice movements on the Penn campus! “V-
Day is a global movement to end violence against women
and girls that raises funds and awareness through benefit
productions of Playwright/Founder Eve Ensler's award win-
ning play The Vagina Monologues.

In 2007, more than 3000 V-Day events took place
in the U.S. and around the world. To date, the V-Day
movement has raised over $50 million and educated mil-
lions about the issue of violence against women and the
efforts to end it, crafted international educational, media
and PSA campaigns, launched the Karama program in the
Middle East, reopened shelters, and funded over 5000
community-based anti-violence programs and safe houses
in Kenya, South Dakota, Egypt and Iraq.

The 'V' in V-Day stands for Victory, Valentine and
Vagina.” (www.vday.org), The Vagina Monologues were
held on February 10-11, 2012, at Irvine Auditorium on the

Penn Vagina Monologues Performance, 2012
Page 4
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Pictured (l to r): Terry L. Fromson, Managing Attorney, Women’s Law Project (WLP); Patricia Giorgio Fox, Deputy Commissioner,

Philadelphia Police Department; Thomas E. Zemaitis, Partner, Pepper Hamilton LLP; Carole Johnson, Executive Director, Women

Organized Against Rape; Susan Frietsche, Senior Staff Attorney, WLP; and Carol E. Tracy, Executive Director, WLP. Photo courtesy

of the Women’s Law Project

Carole Johnson, Executive Director of Women Organized Against Rape, was presented with the Myra Bradwell Socie-
ty Award by the Women’s Law Project. Ms. Johnson was recognized for her many years of dedicated leadership to
WOAR and for her outstanding accomplishments in helping to bring communities together to end sexual violence.

The award is named after Myra Bradwell who petitioned the United States Supreme Court in 1869 to overturn her de-
nial to practice law in Illinois. The infamous opinion upholding the denial read in part, “The natural and proper timidity
and delicacy which belongs to the female sex evidently unfits it for many occupations of civil life.” Myra Bradwell was
ultimately admitted to the Illinois bar.

Also honored were deputy police commissioner Patricia Giorgio Fox, who has served the citizens of Philadelphia since
her appointment in 1976, and Thomas E. Zemaitis, Partner, Pepper Hamilton LLP for his many years of dedicated ser-
vice to the Women’s Law Project. “Each awardee symbolizes the spirit and determination demonstrated by Myra
Bradwell to assure that women enjoy equal opportunity to full participation in society,” said Carol E. Tracy, executive
director of the Women’s Law Project.

Ms. Johnson is affiliated with many organizations and coalitions and is the recipient of the Katherine Bachrach Award
for outstanding advocacy by the Philadelphia Coalition for Victim Advocacy; the Women’s Anti-Violence Education
Award for Community Leadership; the WDAS “Ordinary Women Doing Extraordinary Things” Award, The National Sis-
tahs Award for Outstanding Community Leadership, the Soroptomist International Women of Distinction Award; the
Fraternal Order of Police Community Service Award; and the 2005 Governor’s Citizen Crime Prevention Volunteer
Recognition Award.

The Women’s Law Project, a public interest law center, is nationally recognized for cutting-edge legal advocacy and
three decades of achievement on issues having a positive impact on women and families in Pennsylvania
and nationwide.
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Myra Bradwell Society Award Presented to Carole Johnson
By: Grace Donatucci, Development Director

Myra Bradwell Society Awards Ceremony Invitation



I began volunteering with WOAR in the spring of 2010.
I started as any other volunteer answering hotline calls and do-
ing medical accompaniments. As time went by, I found myself
wanting to be more and more involved. Volunteering was turn-
ing into a passion. My first event was a fund-raiser happy hour
at a Center City tavern. I walked around the room selling raffle
tickets, enjoyed a good time with the WOAR staff, and was able
to raise some money.

I think it was at that time I "got bit by the event bug."
After meeting with Teresa in the Education Department, I started
attending more events. I worked the table at the University of
Penn's Vagina Monologues in 2011 and two shows for Jefferson
University's Vagina Monologues in 2012. Just recently at Jef-
ferson's version of the Monologues I was asked to stand before
the audience and speak about WOAR's services and what we
do. What I thought would be nerve wracking was an amazing
experience.

One of my favorite presentations was at The
Community College of Philadelphia. At that time I spoke to a
class about the legal recourses of intimate partner abuse and
obtained names of people interested in volunteering. I've also
tabled the Take Back the Night event in 2011 and participated in
the speak out.

The turn-out was great and the brochures and infor-
mation booklets flew off our table. For WOAR's Take It All Back
2011 – I developed a team of family and friends, we made t-
shirts, and made a lot of noise walking to the Constitution Cen-
ter!

I have gone to numerous orientations to speak with
possible volunteers while they are waiting for their interviews. I
have also attended a few new volunteer training sessions to
answer questions about hotline calls. I try to do at least 20 -25
hours a month of hotline work. I work full time for the State of
New Jersey and I still love working events for WOAR.

As I'm coming up on my 2 year anniversary with
WOAR, I was looking back on the time I have spent volunteering
with the organization wondering of all the things I have done,
what was the most important? The answer came easy. It
would be the hotline calls.

I remember preparing for hotline calls in the volunteer
training with my fellow volunteers and listening to the counselors
describe what kind of calls to expect, I was more than a little
nervous hoping I'd be able to help callers. Towards the end of
training, I acquired the confidence to take the hotline on my own
and began my committed 15 hours, by scheduling shifts and
taking calls.

I will admit that the first few calls were very difficult for
me. I found myself asking the question "did I help" after the call
was ended. I found through talking at our monthly volunteer
meetings that I am not the only volunteer who finds themselves
asking this question.

Then at one of the meetings I
was told by one of the counselors that a
client called the morning after my shift to
say that he was grateful to have spoken to
me and that I really helped him get
through his night.

It was the answer to the question
that I had been looking for. I will never forget that meeting nor
will I ever forget that I was there to answer the phone when he
needed someone to talk to. Simply because I was there, I
made a difference. Just the simple act of answering the phone,
made a difference in someone else's life.

Another important function of our hotline is calls for
medical accompaniment. If there were not an after-hours hot-
line to call, victims would not have the option to meet with a
volunteer to talk, obtain information about counseling, and vic-
tims services.

I think of medical accompaniment as face to face hot-
line calls. The information given to the victim at the hospital
can be comforting, you would be surprised at how many people
are unsure just want to do after being sexually assaulted. Our
hotline is critical to victims and survivors.

It gives them someone to talk to who can listen to
things that maybe he or she cannot tell a loved one or family
member. It gives someone who is afraid and alone, someone
to reach out to.

Our volunteers provide valuable information about
where to go and who to call for help and most important of all
we provide a compassionate, non-judgmental ear.

MyTime at WOAR by: Robin Strough, Volunteer

Speak Up! Speak Out!
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Pictured (l to r): Robin Strough, friends and family



In spring 2011, WOAR’s Education Department began accept-

ing interns from schools of Public Health, Education and Crim-

inal Justice from area universities. Already enjoying outstand-

ing support through the internship program in the agency’s

Counseling Department, requests from interns to conduct

work in the community presented an opportunity for WOAR’s

Education Department to work with interns and provide stu-

dents with the opportunity to see another side of WOAR.

Students from Temple University’s School of Public Health

connected with WOAR’s Education Department creating a

successful partnership between the organizations. Interns

accepted into the Education Department’s intern program are

seniors completing 200 or 400 hour internships.

Interns complete the agency’s Sexual Assault Counselor

Training and then work with the Education Department’s staff

to co-facilitate workshops and programs in schools and com-

munity based agencies. Public Health interns are armed with

the most current information in the field of Public Health which

supports WOAR’s Education Department’s new focus--

primary prevention.

Primary prevention is action taken to stop sexual violence

before it starts. In 2008, the Center for Disease Control

(CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia established sexual assault as a

public health issue.

The CDC’s categorizing of sexual violence as a public health

concern opened doors for rape crisis centers across the county

to expand educational opportunities to address gateway behav-

iors such as bullying and harassment which, without being

checked, often escalates into sexual assault and other acts of

violence.

The categorizing of sexual violence as a public health issue also

affords rape crisis centers to educate the public regarding con-

cepts such as healthy decision making and enhance programs

and workshops to provide participants with skills and tools to

make decisions that promote critical thinking and safety.

The Education Department Internship Program provides interns

with the opportunity to strengthen knowledge about sexual vio-

lence prevention and related issues.

The internships also provide an opportunity to strengthen job

skills such as materials development, public speaking and train-

ing.

Temple University

Interns are al-

ready reaching

out to WOAR for

the fall 2012 se-

mester!

Partnerships that Work! By: Teresa White-Walston, Director of Education Services
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Men’s Alliance
By: D’Angelo Lewis-Harris, Community Education Specialist

In February 2012, WOAR kicked off it’s “Men’s Alliance.” The Alliance was created to engage men around the sensitive

subject matter of sexual assault and rape from the primary standpoint of prevention. Men are often unsure of how they can play a

positive and active role in ending sexual violence.

The Men’s Alliance brings men together to learn how to stop violence or negative behaviors before they even start. It en-

courages not only helping individuals but also promotes healthy relationships that create and maintain healthy communities. Gen-

der-based violence, racist violence and LGBTQ violence are all components of what destroys communities.

The idea of engaging men through primary prevention gives a sense of how important men are in the process and allows

for a greater understanding of how important this issues is for everyone. The mission

of Men’s Alliance is to help end sexual assault for both men and women through edu-

cation, training, support, and alliances.

Through primary prevention efforts we can equip men with the tools neces-

sary to make good decisions and to support and interact with other males that have

similar personal struggles.

To learn- more about WOAR’s Men’s Alliance or be a member, please call

D’Angelo Lewis-Harris at 215-985-3315, ext. 181.

Summer 2012



Sunglasses Ready By: A Survivor

If I had to describe the life I lived after my trau-
ma I would use the ever popular “light at the end of the
tunnel”, except I was in the tunnel, in the dark, running
low on fuel.

If there is one word I would use to describe
myself it would be survivor. That was my biggest lesson
in this travesty…I survived. You survived. We survived.

I remind myself of this every day, not because
I’m trudging through not enjoying life, but because I am
enjoying life, I didn’t give up, I didn’t let go. I survived.

I sometimes had hoped that the walls of life
would cave-in, but much to my chagrin at the time they
didn’t, because my survival had a purpose.

I learned my first hard lesson of being a survi-
vor; contrary to popular belief you can’t die while hold-
ing your breath and squeezing your eyes shut.

In fact that seemed to make accepting my trau-
ma for what it was seem more elusive and very hope-
less.

Because I was not only blind to light with no
guidance, I couldn’t even inhale the cool breezes that
would waft through every once in awhile, those breezes
were hope, peace, calmness, joy, understanding & con-
tentment.

Recently I attended a small one hour financial
planning class for women, our teacher showed us
slides and talked about the importance of being finan-
cially prepared for things like retirement.

From this class I learned two sure things; first, I
learned I know zilch about the stock market; second, I
learned that in not knowing about the stock market I am
totally and completely unprepared for paying for my
wedding, my son’s college tuition, and the biggest of
them of all…glorious retirement.

When I left the class I was kind of shell
shocked at my lack of knowledge, which led to my feel-
ing financially hopeless, frustrated and scared.

These are some of the same things I felt when
I first started going to WOAR for counseling.

Like maybe while I was in the tunnel I got out of the car
and started wondering aimlessly around to try and find
my way out; got scared and ran back to the car only to
discover I had locked the keys in and would now have to
walk the rest of the way whether I wanted to or not. I did-
n’t want to leave the car aka my trauma behind because
it had become such an extension of me.

I couldn’t figure out how I was going to get from
point A to point B without bringing my trauma with me.
But as survivors do, I decided to hike it.

It was hard, sometimes I just wanted to go back
and sit on the hood of the car, but when I turned around I
would see how far I had walked and decided just another
five feet and then I would rest.

I gave up on therapy plenty of times, I gave up on
feeling the breezes of hope, I gave up on feeling the heat
of love and sunshine. But every time I came back my
support system was right there waiting.

The trek has been long and treacherous, tears,
pain, screaming, raging, hurting, you name it I experi-
enced it.

But every time I started to throw in the towel I
would turn and the trauma would be further away. Even-
tually I could only see a faint outline.

That should’ve been scary but in turning to look
into the dark, I felt the warm heat from the light on my
back.

So I kept going forward. I began to feel hopeful,
loveable, joyful! I began to see how I am beautiful, intelli-
gent, funny, and kind.

I began to see that one of the rules of being a
survivor is sharing your story to encourage and love on
others. From this hideous road wreck came a beautiful
purpose.

Someone told me that we will never stop sexual
violence, but I believe we survivors can slow it down. We
can be the voice that is almost never heard.

I no longer feel trapped, I see the light at the end

of the tunnel and I’ve got my sunglasses ready.
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But when someone is brave enough to speak up and speak out in a

public venue about their trauma I am always amazed and inspired.

Their strength gives me the strength to continue doing the work that

is necessary to support them.

Thank you to the staff and volunteers for their ongoing dedication

and; thank you to the various businesses who donated items for our raffle

and thank you for those who came out and helped us to raise over $4,000 for

Philadelphia’s only rape crisis center.

Together we can make a difference!

TIAB
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Morris House Opening
By: Estelle Faust, Office Manager

Board member, Adesanya Ka-
rade; and staff, Cristina Perez and Es-
telle Faust, represented WOAR at the
dedication ceremony and official opening
of the Morris House.

Sade Ali from DPW worked
diligently to open a residential facility for
transgendered individuals.

Seven women are permanent
residents of the facility and are getting
counseling and other services.

The facility has a large kitchen
and dining area, 2 bathrooms on each
floor, laundry facilities and 8 bedrooms.

The women there expressed
heartfelt emotions on having somewhere
that they felt safe and were understood.
Everyone attending enjoyed the festivi-
ties and the food.

Good Luck to the women and
continued success to the program!

TIAB Continued from Page 1
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Do you have news, ideas, and/or articles to contribute to the WOAR newsletter? We welcome new contributors! For more

information, please contact Grace Donatucci, at Grace@woar.org or (215) 985-3315 ext. 172.
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Every year, WOAR has many undergraduate and graduate interns who help us provide quality ser-
vices! Students contact us from a variety of schools and programs, including social work, psychology, public
health, and criminal justice, all completing the internship as a requirement of the school curriculum. Some
students intern for one semester while others are with us for the academic year.

Undergraduate interns help staff the hotline, provide medical and court accompaniment, assist with
administrative tasks in the office, and assist with education programs. Graduate interns focus on providing
individual and group counseling to survivors of all ages.

We would like to thank all the interns who help make it possible for WOAR to reach those in need
and provide much needed services!

Penn Vagina Monologues Performance, 2012

ThankYou to Our Interns!

Speak Up! Speak Out!

VMON Continued from Page 4

Carrie: How did you decide to become involved
with V-Day Penn?

Mady: My sister was an organizer and then pro-
ducer of The Vagina Monologues at Penn when
I was in high school.

So, when I got to Penn after she gradu-
ated, after seeing so many of the shows, I knew
that the cause and the production was some-
thing I wanted to be a part of.

Carrie: What has been the most meaningful part
of your involvement with V-Day Penn?

Mady: The most meaningful part of my involvement with V-Day Penn has been the women of the cast and crew of the
Vagina Monologues. Women from all walks of life at Penn, all social scenes, all ages, undergraduate to graduate to
faculty are involved in the movement.

It is incredibly meaningful to see how such a diverse, wonderful group of women can band together, grapple
with important issues, educate themselves, and get behind one cause: ending violence against women.

Carrie: How do you think your experience will impact your life as you move forward?

Mady: My experience with The Vagina Monologues will impact my life tremendously and continuously. As a woman,
women's rights, sexual violence, and domestic abuse was always going to be a cause that felt close to home. But,
because of VMons, issues affecting women are completely engrained in my daily actions, my language, and my mind.

My deeper knowledge and connection to ending violence against women and to feminism is something that will
stay with me forever. In particular, as I gear up to be a high school teacher after I graduate, I am excited to pass on my
knowledge to my students, use my experiences from VMons to help me create a safe space in my classroom, and to
inspire women that I teach and work with to do the same.
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Check our website for news, events, and

updated information.

WWW.WOAR.ORG

Consider making an online donation in support

of WOAR’s programs and services.
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WOAR Board 2011-2012

OFFICERS
President: Maria Pajil Battle, Sr. Vice President

Keystone Mercy Health Plan

Vice Frank Perras, Principal
President: Perras Consulting

Treasurer: Juanita Solomon, MS, Accountant
Mathematics/Civic & Science Charter School

Secretary: Scott Johnston
Director, Behavioral Clinical Services
Horizon House

Fundraising Maria Pajil Battle
Co-Chairs: Peggy Andrews, Esquire

Ex-Officio: Carole J. Johnson, Executive Director
Women Organized Against Rape

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Cliff Akiyama, MA
UPENN School of Medicine

Peter Cronholm, MD, MSCE
UPHS-UPENN

Thomas Geroulo, Esquire
Weber Gallagher Simpson Stapleton Fires & Newby LLP

Adesanya F. Karade, Assistant Budget Director
Resources for Human Development

Myra J. Maxwell, Director-Victim Services
Anti-Violence Partnership

Clara Rivas, General Manager
Telemundo

WOAR Staff

Andrea Bernheim, Crisis Advocate

Lorenza Bucco, Administrative Assistant

Desiree Coleman, Court Advocate

Grace Donatucci, Development Director

Silvie Drouillard, Community Education Specialist

Estelle Faust, Office Manager

Carole Johnson, Executive Director

Lois Keller, Senior Counselor

Mysi Kesselman, Counselor

D’Angelo Lewis-Harris, Community Education Specialist

Jill Maier, Director of Counseling Services

Amanda Peguero-Marquez, Counselor

Cristina Perez, Director of Community Outreach

Mirta Perez-Betancourt, Counselor

Rachel Shor, Counselor Advocate

David Swann, Chief Financial Officer

Nichet Sykes, Education Services Coordinator

Teresa White-Walston, Director of Education Services

Contact Information

Women Organized Against Rape

1617 John F. Kennedy Boulevard

One Penn Center

Suburban Station—Suite 1100

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Office Phone: 215-985-3315

Hotline Number: 215-985-3333

Fax: 215-985-9111

TTY:215-564-1413

FOLLOW US on Twitter @WOARphila

LIKE US on Facebook.com/woarinc



One Penn Center, Suite 1100

1617 John F. Kennedy Boulevard

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Healing through support, education and advocacy

WOAR

Celebrating

40-Years of Service

to the Philadelphia Community

Celebration Details Coming Soon!


