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Structurally, we are testing out different layouts for 

group such as having a shorter break in between 
the end and start of iterations of the group to 
encourage continuity as well as increasing how 
many weeks the group runs.

WOAR sees these adjustments making a 
difference. The first iteration of the group was very 
small and in its second run it has nearly doubled in 
size. We are looking forward to continuing to offer 
this service and anticipate awareness of this 
resource to increase over time.

It is important to note that WOAR is doing more for 
the LGBTQ Community than offering this one 
LGBTQ specific sexual violence processing group. 
WOAR holds a broader vision to shift these barriers 
to care systematically within the city of 
Philadelphia.

We additionally know that victim experiences in 
hate crimes based on sexual orientation indicate 
that such hate crimes are less likely to be reported 
to the authorities than other types of hate crimes, 
due to perceived homophobic and transphobic 
bias in the criminal justice system.

WOAR offers free professional development to 
other providers that work with LGBTQ folks or 
people who have experienced sexual violence in a 
variety of settings from victim service agencies, 
legal settings, health care providers, and more.

continued...

WOAR also hosts a monthly meeting for those in 
the helping professions to work together on better 
understanding the factors that intersect with 
LGBTQ sexual violence. 

On the community level, WOAR is offering a 
support group for care givers of LGBTQ youth and 
adults to combat family rejection which can be so 
painful for individuals affected.

WOAR is working to combat the issue of LGBTQ 
sexual violence from all angles including 
prevention, barriers to care, and direct service.

We look forward to continue to chip away at this 
issue.
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