
Philadelphia District Attorney Candidates  
Weigh-In On Sexual Assault
In anticipation of the upcoming May primary for Philadelphia District Attorney, WOAR submitted questions 
to each of the three candidates.  These questions and the candidates’ responses are provided below.

LARRY KRASNER CHARLES PERUTO CARLOS VEGA

Since taking office, we have worked extremely 
hard to upgrade our ability to conduct robust 
technological investigations. When I took 
over at the Philadelphia DAO, our ability 
to conduct forensic investigations was 
limited. We have prioritized changing that by 
investing in technological supports. We also 
regularly conduct trainings to improve our 
attorneys’ ability to conduct on-line research 
and investigations. Finally, many of these 
investigations are extremely complex and 
conducted by the federal government, and our 
office is always seeking to cooperate with any 
agency to make sure those who cause harm to 
children are held accountable.

Use of the latest software, Detectives posing as 
customers and cultivating informants.

I would increase the DA’s Sexual Assault unit 
to have a number of ADA’s working along with 
the police department and federal and state 
agencies to investigate and get intelligence on 
those individuals using the internet, and deciding 
to either prosecute those individuals federally or 
locally.  I would ask the people in that unit to be 
cross-designated with the US Attorney’s office 
agents so that they can work hand in hand to 
identify and prosecute these sexual predators.

Yes Yes Yes

Q: Do you commit to prioritizing the prosecution of online sexual exploitation of children?

Q:  If elected, what specific steps would you take towards identification and prosecution of cases involving online 
sexual exploitation of children in Philadelphia?

The incidence of online sexual exploitation of children is growing at an exponential rate.  In 2018, technology companies reported 45 million online images 
or videos of children, including infants and toddlers, being sexually abused and tortured, which was more than double the number in the prior year.  In 
2019, the figure nearly doubled again to 70 million.  Data for 2020 are not yet publicly available, but anecdotally law enforcement has observed a surge in 
the online solicitation and exploitation of children during the pandemic lockdown.  

ONLINE  
CHILD SEXUAL  
EXPLOITATION



We have worked diligently to keep investigating 
cases while courts are shut down so that as soon 
as they reopen, we can bring justice on behalf 
of those who have been harmed, especially 
by sexual violence. We have kept in constant 
contact with victims in our cases so that they 
know what is happening in our office and in their 
cases, connected them with victim advocates 
so that they receive the support that they need 
while court is closed, and worked alongside 
them to prepare our cases and ready them for 
when court opens up. 

Once courts do open up, we have to shift our 
resources into prosecuting the most serious 
cases first, which include those involving 
sexual violence. Our policies of not seeking to 
prosecute minor and many non-violent offenses 
will allow us to help ease the backlog and help 
us devote resource to the serious, violent cases 
where people have been harmed. We cannot  
let the people who have experienced the  
most harm sit with open cases even longer  
than they have to. 

This is difficult when it includes complete justice.  
That would include a speedy resolution, which it 
won’t be.  However, outside of the obvious delay, 
nothing else will change.

I would make sure that the ADAs are committed 
to not only prosecuting those cases, but that 
they along with support staff and the police 
department reach out to those victims to make 
sure they continue to prosecute those cases.  
Additionally, I would make sure that my office is 
committed to ensuring that the victims receive 
follow up care and work hand in hand with 
WOAR with what agencies are available to help 
deal with the trauma of the victims. I would 
increase the DA’s Sexual Assault unit to have a 
number of ADA’s working along with the police 
department and federal and state agencies 
to investigate and get intelligence on those 
individuals using the internet, and deciding to 
either prosecute those individuals federally or 
locally.  I would ask the people in that unit to be 
cross-designated with the US Attorney’s office 
agents so that they can work hand in hand to 
identify and prosecute these sexual predators.

Q:  The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in the closure of Philadelphia courts and a backlog of cases and trials.   
If elected, what will you do to ensure that victims of sexual assault receive timely and complete justice?

LARRY KRASNER CHARLES PERUTO CARLOS VEGA

COVID-19  
PANDEMIC
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Yes Yes Yes

Firmly advertise and publicize false reports of 
sexual assault being prosecuted so that juries 
know that there would be no reason to bring a 
false claim and jeopardize their freedom.

I would make sure that the ADAs are committed 
to not only prosecuting those cases, but that 
they along with support staff and the police 
department reach out to those victims to make 
sure they continue to prosecute those cases.  
Additionally, I would make sure that my office is 
committed to ensuring that the victims receive 
follow up care and work hand in hand with 
WOAR with what agencies are available to help 
deal with the trauma of the victims.

Q:  National research shows that for every 100 rapes or attempted rapes reported to police, 19 result in arrests,  
5 result in guilty pleas, and only 1 results in a guilty verdict at trial.  Do you agree that, as compared to  
other violent crimes, crimes of sexual violence are under-prosecuted?

Q:  If elected, what specific steps would you take to reduce case attrition from the report of a rape to prosecution  
and conviction?

LARRY KRASNER CHARLES PERUTO CARLOS VEGA

SEX CRIMES 
PROSECUTION

Reducing case attrition in sexual assault cases 
requires us to totally rethink how they are 
investigated. First, we need to make survivors 
feel like if they report cases, they will be listened 
to, respected, and believed. For too long, that 
has not been the case. Upon the initial interview, 
investigators frequently demand extensive 
corroboration well beyond what we require in 
any other type of case, and often, beyond what 
is possible given the nature of these cases. 
We must stop that. Additionally, we cannot 
expect that a uniformed Detective will always 
make people feel like they are being heard 
and believed and not judged, no matter how 
well trained that Detective. We must therefore 
engage people who understand how to receive 
a report of sexual assault while minimizing 
retraumatization. Involving social workers 
and psychologists in these investigations is 
an important place to start. We likewise need 
to train our prosecutors on how to minimize 

retraumatization, and not ask questions or 
demand corroboration like you might request 
in other cases. And we must increase our 
victim outreach work so that even if a case 
cannot be prosecuted or results in a not-
guilty verdict, people receive support and 
are connected to necessary services. We 
have already started doing these things, but 
know there is more we can and must do.
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Yes Yes Yes

Offer them the ability to cooperate to help 
themselves by identifying those who put them in 
that position.

I would bolster the use of DAWN program as 
well as work with the judges in juvenile court, for 
example the program that Judge Lori Dumas has 
championed, to address human trafficking both 
at the level of juveniles as well as adults being 
sold into human trafficking.

Q: If elected, will you commit to prioritizing prosecuting sex traffickers?

Q:  Victims of human trafficking (sex trafficking) are often unidentified, even when these victims are being  
prosecuted for other crimes.  If elected, what specific steps would you take to increase the identification  
of victims of human trafficking, and to support victims who want to leave that life?

LARRY KRASNER CHARLES PERUTO CARLOS VEGA

HUMAN SEX 
TRAFFICKING

First, we already vigorously prosecute these 
cases. We are always working for ways, however, 
to improve our support for victims and our 
identification of people who may be victims but 
are trapped in the system as people charged 
with crimes. One critical step is to make sure our 
ADAs know that they should believe defense 
lawyers when they tell us that people accused of 
crimes are actually victims of trafficking and want 
assistance making changes. Involving social 
workers is critical at this stage, so that people 
feel comfortable divulging such information 
which is both psychologically difficult and also 
exposes them to serious safety risks. Also, 
part of identifying victims will involve making 
sure victims know—whether victims of human 
trafficking or sexual assault—that if they do 
come forward, they will be treated with dignity 
and respect, and will be believed. Finally, we 
are constantly increasing our partnership with 
both the AGs office and the federal government 
so that we can conduct robust trafficking 
investigations and identify more people who may 
be victims of it.
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Yes No Yes

First, we must continue what we are doing—
hiring more Black and brown lawyers to increase 
office diversity. Since taking office, the proportion 
of new hire ADAs who are people of color has 
increased by 67% over the preceding two years, 
and we’ve made sure to have more women and 
people of color in supervisory positions in our 
office. We need to keep doing better, but this is 
a good start. Second, we have started tracking 
case outcomes so that we can see in real time 
if this bias is creeping into our decision making. 
Our robust data system holds us accountable, 
and allows us quickly course correct when 
we are exhibiting racial bias. Third, we have 
regular implicit bias training in our office, and 
will continue to provide this throughout our 
second term, incorporating research such as that 
mentioned above into the training so that our 
attorneys are aware of it if they are not already. 

[No response provided.] I would attempt to debunk this false thinking and 
I would need to educate the ADAs, the police 
department, and the judiciary as to the false 
nature of the study, as well as attempt to engage 
with the school system in addressing this type of 
misinformation.

Q:  Are you familiar with research showing that Black girls, as compared to white girls, are more likely to be viewed 
as seeming older than their age, needing less protection and nurturing, and are more likely to be perceived as 
knowing more about adult topics including sex?

Q:  If elected, what specific steps would you take or implement in the Office of the District Attorney to  
counteract this implicit bias against Black girls?

LARRY KRASNER CHARLES PERUTO CARLOS VEGA

RACIAL BIAS
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Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes

We have a robust HR department with an  
open-door policy, and that department along 
with the leadership of our office takes all  
claims of harassment extremely seriously.  
We also have regular trainings on workplace 
behavior, but more importantly, take great  
care to hire only people who understand 
appropriate workplace behavior. 

Adopt the Controller’s recommendations. First, I would make sure that the victims of any 
sexual harassment are informed to immediately 
report these acts to the DA’s office human 
resource department who in turn would report 
to the controller’s office so a neutral agency can 
investigate these allegations.  I don’t believe 
that an agency should investigate these type of 
incidents internally.  You need an outside agency 
to avoid any conflict that would arise.  Should 
that issue arise that an allegation is made against 
an employee of the controller’s office, I believe 
my office should take that complaint and refer it 
to the Attorney General’s office.

Q:  The Philadelphia City Controller’s 2018 report on sexual harassment of city employees recommended that  
the City create a centralized unit to investigate all sexual harassment complaints across the city government and 
codify a citywide disciplinary schedule to ensure penalties are uniform.  Do you support these reforms?

Q:  Experiencing sexual abuse is one of the primary predictors of a girl’s involvement in the juvenile justice system.  
Some estimates show that as many as 80% of justice-involved girls have experienced sexual or physical  
abuse.  Do you consider it the proper role of the District Attorney’s Office to determine whether a child charged 
with a crime was a victim of abuse, and to seek mental health treatment and other supports for them?

Q:  If elected, what specific steps would you take within the Office of the District Attorney to guard against  
workplace sexual harassment?  

LARRY KRASNER CHARLES PERUTO CARLOS VEGA

SEXUAL  
HARASSMENT

CHILD VICTIMS 
OF SEXUAL 

ABUSE
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